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Britain to make her arbitrate a quarrel which she had
with Venezuela. The question about the Maine was one
of the fittest subjects for arbitration that ever arose
between two nations, and we refused to listen to such
a proposition. Three years ago, if you had said that
any proposition put forth by anybody was "English/*
he might have been mobbed in the streets. Now the
English are our beloved friends, and we are going to
try to imitate them and adopt their way of doing things.
They are encouraging us to go into difficulties, first
because our hands will be full and we shall be unable
to interfere elsewhere, and secondly, because if we are
in difficulties we shall need allies, and they think that
they will be our first choice as such, Some of our public
journals have been pouring out sentimental drivel for
years about arbitration, but last summer they turned
around and began to pour out sentimental drivel about
the benefits of war* We congratulate ourselves all the
time on the increased means of producing wealth, and
then we take the opposite fit and commit some great
folly in order to prove that there is something grander
than the pursuit of wealth. Three years ago we were
on the verge of a law to keep immigrants out who were
not good enough to be in with us. Now we are going
to take in eight million barbarians and semi-barbarians,
and we are paying twenty million dollars to get them.
For thirty years the negro has been in fashion. He has
had political value and has been petted. Now we have
made friends with the Southerners. They and we are
hugging each other. We are all united. The negro's
day is over. He is out of fashion. We cannot treat
hiTn one way and the Malays, Tagals, and Kanakas
another way. A Southern senator two or three days
ago thanked an expansionist senator from Connecticut